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By Christine Bernier Lienke
Photos courtesy of the Paradise Center for the Arts

n the quaint city of Faribault, Minnesota, located just 45

miles north of Albert Lea, you’ll find one of the grandest

stops on any day-tripper path — the Paradise Center for the

Arts. The Paradise is Faribault’s newly renovated cultural

gem and home to the Bahl Family Auditorium, a 320-seat

performance theater offering live performances including
plays and concerts. The center also encompasses the Carlander
Family Art Gallery featuring burgeoning and established artists,
a gift shop filled with one-of-a-kind creations and the center also
offers a wide array of art classes for young and old. Nestled among
Faribault’s bustling business district, the Paradise’s new marquee
makes it easy to spot on Central Avenue.



Top: Paradise Auditorium 1929
Bottom: Paradise theater historic exterior

Faribault’s motto “Small Town Pride with Big City
Opportunities” is certainly true in the case of this beautifully
renovated art center. Built in 1929 on the site of the former
Faribault Opera House, the Paradise served the Faribault region
for more than 60 years hosting stage performances and movies.
The theater closed in the late 1980s under pressure from more
modern, multiplex theaters built in the region. In 2005, members
of the Faribault Area Community Theatre and the Faribault Art
Center, led by current Paradise President Matt Drevlow, started a
project to resurrect the space and once again bring theater and art
culture to the residents and visitors of Faribault.

The Paradise, which opened its doors to classes, art exhibits
and gift sales in March 2007 and held a grand opening of the Bahl
Family Auditorium in October 2007, is now in its final stages of
renovation. In the interest of historic preservation, the lobby of the
Paradise still boasts three original balconies and the main theater
contains much of the original facades, but now also includes state-
of-the-art light and sound systems.»

Calling all Women who want to Travel!

AAA Travel Agency has put together some
wonderful vacations that are for
Women Only!

New York Weekend
Mexican Riviera Cruise

Call AAA Travel for more information
AAA Mankato — 507-345-4609
AAA Rochester — 507-289-1851

AAA Mason City — 641-423-4315
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NO MATTER WHERE | SERVE MY GUESTS
...THEY ALWAYS LIKE MY KITCHEN BEST.

family and
Interior Motives our designers F
home of your dreams.

sign Services ¢ Kitchen, Bath and Office Cabinetry
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Does your bank have a
women’s perspective?

Jennifer Wiens Christi Reed Karla Sem

Loan Officer Vice President Investment Exec.
Lake Crystal Madelia Madelia
507-726-6475 507-642-3251 507-642-3251

State Bank

of Madelia
Investments « Mortgages * Banking

www.madelia.com
Madelia = Lake Crystal = Lewisville



At center stage of this amazing venue is Tami Oachs, executive
director of the Paradise Center for the Arts. Oachs believes the art center
will keep the city of Faribault as well as the southern Minnesota region
a strong, artistically diverse community. In addition to Oachs’ extensive
experience in project management, fundraising and marketing, she is
also an accomplished potter, sculptor and metal artist.

“At the Paradise, we offer the latest technology in a historic venue,”
Oachs says. “We have ties to the past, but are looking toward a new
groundbreaking future. In the past two years, I’ve been privileged to
work with an incredible group of people — mostly volunteers — to make
the Paradise into what we feel is the most beautiful and unique regional
art center around.”

Recent offerings at the Paradise included a show by the Kenny
and Amanda Smith Band — a Grammy-nominated national bluegrass
act from Virginia. On tap in October is a theater performance called
“Lend Me a Tenor” written by Ken Ludwig. Later in the month, festive
Halloween events will take place to include a viewing of the movie
“Young Frankenstein.” In the upcoming 2009 season, Oachs has plans to
offer a schedule filled with movies, including art and independent films
for adults, and children’s movies.»

Left: The Art Center gift store.
Right: Tami Oachs, executive director of the Paradise Center for the Arts. Photo by Paul Swenson Photography

DIGITAL - Caller ID on your TV screen

- Free installation $2
« No contract, no risk ITIO.

Choice 5 « Your choice of channels FOR 1 YEAR

+ Speeds up to 3 Mbps $2
mo.

| & § S 24/7 tech support
Prime « No contract, no risk FOR 1 YEAR
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PHONE « Caller ID / Call Waiting $2 9_9.
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" HickoryTech
e C Of}T eC 1-866-HICKORY - www.hickorytech.com

© HickoryTech, Offer expires October 31, 2008, Offer valid to new HickoryTech residential customers only. Pricing shown is based on a subscription to a Select phone package. Digital TV, DSL and the Unlimited Long Distance plan are discounted each menth for
the first twelve consecutive months of service. Standard pricing will apply after twelve months of service. New customers receive FREE installation for up to 3 TV's and FREE DSL activation. To be considered a new customer, you must not of had service within the
past 30 days, and must be in good credit standing. Special offer is not available with HickoryTech Lite services, upgrades, downgrades or moves, DSL speeds may vary depending on a variety of line factors. HickoryTech Unlimited Long Distance cannot be used for
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Any day trip or weekend getaway to Faribault’s Paradise
Center for the Arts would not be complete without stopping
at these hotspots along Faribault’s business district on or
near Central Avenue:

Where to eat:

Dusek’s Bakery — 223 Central Avenue North
A true hometown bakery offering the best in freshly
baked pastries, cakes, doughnuts and much more.

Gran Plaza — 520 Central Avenue North
One of the newest restaurants in Faribault offering
delectable Mexican fare.

JavaLive — 313 Central Avenue North
A cozy, delicious deli/coffeeshop atmosphere offering
homemade sandwiches, soups and a smooth cup of joe.

Sweet Spot — 209 Central Avenue
www.sweetspotcandies.net
A great end to the day with a variety of ice cream and
treats for the sweet tooth with efficient, friendly service.

Where to shop:
Central Avenue Bookstore — 229 Central Avenue North

www.centralavenuebooks.com
A perfect stop for a quick read, bestseller and
historic books about Faribault or Minnesota.

Crafty Maven — 212A Central Avenue North
Filled with an eclectic array of new and old creative items.

Creating A Ruckus — 220 Central Avenue North
www.creatingaruckus.com
An upscale boutique with custom jewelry, funky
clothing and creative gifts.

The Nook and Cranny — 412 Central Avenue
www.thenookandcranny.net
Unique treasures made by local artisans. Rejuvenate
in the Garden Bistro with a cup of tea.

Where to stay:
Historic Hutchinson House

. 305 Second Street Northwest
- www.historichutchhouse.com

Located just three blocks from
historic downtown Faribault,
this Queen Anne Victorian
home is listed on the National
Register of Historical Places.

Vintage Suites
129 Central Avenue North
www.vintageballroom.com

Apartment-like suites in a
beautifully historic building.

The Paradise is open to visitors Monday through Friday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
during events and performances. Stop in to enjoy the latest art
exhibit, purchase a piece of art from the gallery or take home
a sentimental item from the gift shop. Consider extending your
day trip to stay the weekend to enjoy a play or take in a film. The
Paradise Center for the Arts is located at 321 Central Avenue
North, Faribault, Minnesota. For more information about the
Paradise, go to www.paradisecenterforthearts.org. #¢~

More businesses and organizations
are turning to The Ad Pros for help
with their advertising, marketing
and promotions than ever before.
They have seen the quality of our
work and understand its value. Call
Ruth Theobald today to see what
we can do for you.

We can help
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2322 Lake Ave * Fairmont, MN
507-235-8737 - 888-321-5181
www.theadpros.com
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